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12.0 Compliance with Terms of Reference 

This EA has been prepared in accordance with the approved Terms of Reference which 
can be found in Appendix E.  Compliance with the Terms of Reference is documented in 
Table 12-1. 
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Table 12-1:  Concordance with Approved Terms of Reference 
Commitment 

(Location of Where Commitment was Made) Commitment Status Commitment 
Completion Timeline 

Documentation Addressing 
Commitment 

Terms of Reference – Notice of Approval 
Errata Letter 
The annual fill rate, annual waste disposal tonnage, and population 
projection will be reassessed as part of the EA.  In parallel with the EA 
process, the Town will review increased waste diversion opportunities.  
This may result in the proposed landfill capacity, the planning period or both 
being adjusted to reflect future estimates/requirements. 

Completed. 
During the EA planning process, the annual fill rate, annual waste disposal tonnage 
and population projections were reviewed and used to determine the required landfill 
capacity.  Increased waste diversion opportunities and new provincial policies were 
also considered in the calculation of landfill needs. 

Completed during EA Volume I Section 3.1 

The Town will review and implement diversion activities as opportunities 
arise, outside of this EA process. 

To be completed on an ongoing basis. 
The Town will continue to review diversion opportunities as they arise. 

40-year planning 
period 

Volume I Section 3.1.3 

Increased waste diversion will be considered for the proposed undertaking 
but will not constitute part of the undertaking. 

Completed. 
Waste diversion was considered and discussed but was not part of the undertaking. 

Completed during EA Volume I Section 3.1.3 

Phase 1 
The Alternatives To the Undertaking to provide additional landfill disposal 
capacity at the St. Marys Landfill will be assessed, with consideration to 
increasing diversion. 
(ToR Section 5.1) 

Completed. 
The Evaluation of Alternatives to the Undertaking was completed including and 
evaluation of the following: (1) Do Nothing; (2) Landfilling at an Expansion of the 
Existing Landfill Site in St. Marys; (3) Exporting Waste to Another Jurisdiction. 

Completed during EA Volume I Sections 3.8, 
3.9, and 3.10 

As part of waste diversion potential evaluation, a survey will be administered 
to the operators of a number of potential waste disposal facilities, expected 
to be mainly landfills, which may be able to accept the Town’s waste.   
(ToR Section 5.1.2) 

Completed. 
The municipal survey was sent to 14 municipalities that operate landfills within 
approximately 100 km of St. Marys. 

Completed during EA Volume I Section 3.4 

The annual fill rate, annual waste disposal tonnage, and population 
projection will be reassessed as par to the EA.  In parallel with the EA 
process, the Town will review increased waste diversion opportunities. This 
may result in the proposed landfill capacity, the planning period or both 
being adjusted to reflect estimates/requirements. 
(ToR Section 2.1.2) 

Completed. 
The annual fill rate, annual waste disposal tonnage, population projections and 
potential waste diversion opportunities were reviewed and used to determine the 
required landfill capacity.   

Completed during EA Volume I Section 3.1 

The EA consultation program will be open by making all reasonable efforts 
to ensure that potentially affected or interested parties have full information 
made available to them and are given the opportunity to make their views 
known. 
(ToR Section 6.0) 

Completed. 
Consultation with potentially affected and other interested parties was completed 
according to the plan for consultation prepared during the preparation of the EA 
(provided in the approved TOR). 

Completed during EA Volume I 
Volume IV 

Section 10.0 

All comments from the public, agencies, Indigenous communities, and other 
interested persons will be documented and summarized in the EA.  All other 
consultation activities, such as PICs and agency and Indigenous meetings, 
will also be documented.   
(ToR Section 6.4) 

Completed. 
The Study Team has documented all communications in the Record of Consultation 
Report including copies of all letters, emails, faxes and other correspondence that 
the Study Team sent to and received from members of the public, government 
agencies, public utilities, Indigenous communities and other interested parties; as 
well as minutes from meetings held and copies of written comments received; 
records of public information events, including information about the event locations 

Completed during EA Volume I 
Volume IV 

Section 10.0 
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Commitment 
(Location of Where Commitment was Made) Commitment Status 

Commitment 
Completion Timeline 

Documentation Addressing 
Commitment 

and layout/programs, copies of materials provided, sign-in sheets, comment sheets, 
news media communications, notices published, etc. 

Conflict Resolution: The Town is committed to working with all interested 
parties to address and resolve concerns to the greatest extent possible. 
(ToR Section 6.5) 

Completed. Completed during EA Volume I 
Volume IV 

Section 10.0 

Phase 2 
Depending on the Preferred Alternative to the Undertaking, the Individual 
EA process may continue, it may be halted, or it may trigger an alternate 
environmental approval process.  This will be reassessed in Phase 2. 

Completed. Completed during EA Volume I Section 4.0 

Phase 3 
Once it is clear that the Individual EA process will continue, the definition of 
the Undertaking as well as its purpose and rationale will be re-defined.  A 
detailed description and statement of rationale for the Undertaking will be 
provided in the EA based on the findings of the work completed through the 
EA process, in Phases 1 and 2. 
(ToR Section 5.3) 

Completed. 
A detailed description and statement of rationale for the Undertaking was provided in 
the EA based on the findings of the work completed through the EA process, in 
Phases 1 and 2. 

Completed during EA Volume I Section 5.0 

Phase 4 
Three Alternative Methods will be reviewed (plus any additional potential 
alternatives identified during EA) as identified in Table 5.3 of the TOR 
document. 
(ToR Section 5.4.1) 

Completed. 
Based on the consideration of design factors and comments from the GRT, the 
Study Team developed and identified seven  Alternative Methods (including ‘Do 
Nothing’) including Alternative 3A which was developed in response to comments 
raised by the GRT on the August 2021 EA submission (see Appendix F ‘Comments 
with Respect to the August 2021 EA). 

Completed during EA Volume I Section 7.0 

Work Plans will be developed during the EA, specific to each component of 
the environment or discipline that will outline in further detail the 
methodology to be used to characterize and assess each component. 
(ToR Section 5.4.5) 

Completed. 
Work Plans were created in the early stages of the EA process.  They provided a 
detailed methodology for characterizing each component of the environment and 
how the evaluation would be carried out. 

Completed during EA Volume I 
Volume II 

Section 6.3 
Appendices A 
though E 

Draft Work Plans will be available for public, Indigenous and agency 
comments prior to the initiation of field studies and survey programs. 
(ToR Section 5.4.5) 

Completed. 
Work Plans were circulated to relevant agencies for review and comment.  Work 
Plans were also circulated to Indigenous communities and presented to the public at 
the first Public Information Centre.   

Completed during EA Volume I 
 

Section 6.3 and 
Section 10.0 

The EA will consider the potential effects on various environmental 
components over two time periods: Construction and operation of the 
expanded landfill, and Closure and post-closure of the landfill. 
(ToR Section 5.4.3) 

Completed. 
Potential impact resulting from the Undertaking during construction, operation, and 
decommissioning (closure and post-closure) of the landfill expansion to the natural, 
cultural, social and built environments as well as mitigation measures and net effects 
were identified during the EA. 

Completed during EA Volume I Section 7.0 and 
Section 9 

The Existing Environment will be Characterized for Natural Environment, 
Cultural Environment, Indigenous Connections to the Land, and 

Completed. 
The Existing Environment was characterized in both Phase 1 and Phase 5. 
In Phase 5 of the EA, additional field investigations were undertaken to characterize 

Completed during EA Volume I Sections 3.7 
and 6.4 
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Commitment 
(Location of Where Commitment was Made) Commitment Status 

Commitment 
Completion Timeline 

Documentation Addressing 
Commitment 

Socio-Economic Environment, with the sub-components listed in 
Section 5.4.5 of the TOR document. 
(ToR Section 5.4.5) 

the environment in greater detail and in accordance with the sub-components listed 
in Section 5.4.5 of the TOR document. 

The Alternative Methods will be evaluated based on the criteria including 
Natural Environment, Cultural Environment, Indigenous Connections to the 
Land, and Socio-Economic Environment, and the sub-criteria identified 
under Section 5.4.7 of the TOR document.  Criteria may be further refined 
as a result of comments received from the public, Aboriginal communities 
and agencies during the EA process. 
(ToR Section 5.4.5) 

Completed. 
The Alternative Methods were evaluated using the criteria including Natural 
Environment, Cultural Environment, Indigenous Connections to the Land, and 
Socio-Economic Environment, and the sub-criteria identified under Section 5.4.7 of 
the TOR document. 
Note: The indicators listed in the TOR were updated as described in Section 7.2 

Completed during EA Volume I Section 7.0 

The site will be reviewed by a qualified person to determine if the site, 
accounting for its past land use, has the potential for archaeological 
findings.  If this is the case, a Cultural Heritage and Archaeological 
Assessment of the site will be undertaken. 
(ToR Section 5.4.6) 

Completed. 
An Archaeological Assessment Study and a Cultural Heritage Assessment Study 
has been completed as part of the EA Study. 

Completed during EA Volume III Appendices F 
and E 

Additional information will be gathered through consultation process with the 
Indigenous communities in Section 5.4.6 of the TOR document during the 
EA consultation process. 
(ToR Section 5.4.6) 

Completed. Completed during EA Volume I 
Volume IV 

Section 10.5 

Phase 5 
Positive and negative environmental effects that could potentially arise from 
the undertaking and from Alternative Methods will be identified and 
described for each of the Alternatives. 
(ToR Section 5.5.1) 

Completed. 
The advantages and disadvantages of the proposed Alternative Methods were 
identified based on the net effects identified for each of the Methods. 

Completed during EA Volume I Section 7.0 

Measures for mitigating potential negative environmental effects from the 
undertaking and from Alternative Methods will be identified and described.  
Any residual impacts that cannot be fully mitigated will be identified. 
(ToR Section 5.5.2) 

Completed. 
Potential impact resulting from the Undertaking during construction, operation and 
decommissioning (closure and post-closure) of the landfill expansion to the natural, 
cultural, social and built environments as well as mitigation measures and net effects 
were identified during the EA (including Land Use). 

Completed during EA Volume I Section 9 
(including 
Table 9.1) 

Phase 6 
The EA process will be fully documented and available for public, 
Indigenous and agency review at various stages throughout the process. 
(ToR Section 5.6) 

Ongoing. Completed Volume I Section 10.0 

A draft EA report will be submitted to the MOE, Government Review Team 
and other interested stakeholders, if applicable, prior to final submission in 
order to ensure that it meets all requirements. 
(ToR Section 5.6) 

Completed. 
Draft EA report has been submitted for MECP review on June 5, 2017, Feb 10, 2020 

Dec 9, 2020.  A Final EA was submitted for MECP review on August 13, 2021. 

Completed during EA N/A N/A 
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